may suddenly produce unbearable neuralgic pain, together with very pronounced photophobia and epiphora; it is often followed by iritis.
A series' of very remarkable clinical observations on syphilis in pregnancy have recently been made by M. Hirigoyen, at the Maternity Hospital in Bordeaux, from which he concludes that, from an obstetric point of view, both abortion and natural labour take place in syphilitic patients exactly as in healthy women. In certain exceptional cases, however, difficulties attributable to syphilis may arise, such as hiemorrhage from partial adherence of the placenta, rigidity of the os, etc. Finally, women suffering from primary or secondary syphilitic lesions in the genital organs are rather predisposed to puerperal accidents, and require more attention on the part of the attendant than other women. The following is a summary of the observations, which extended over a period of two years: 1. In the lying-in wards, in Bordeaux, the proportion of syphilitic to other patients was 5 per cent. 2. Five-sixths of them were unmarried. 3. Syphilis in a pregnant woman tends to bring about premature labour. 4. The duration of the disease seemed to have a very decided influence. 5. In eight cases of pregnancy in syphilitic women who had had the disease for one or more years, only two children were born alive, and these were very puny. 6. In twelve cases, in which the mother had contracted the disease during the first four months of pregnancy, the fcetus was in every case stillborn. 7. When the mothers had become affected between the fourth and the sixth months of pregnancy, the fcetus died in about half of the cases. 8. When syphilis had been contracted during the three last months of gestation, the proportion of living children was a little more than one-half-four out of seven. 9. Oat of thirty-three cases of pregnancv in syphilitic women, livingf children were born in eight. 10. Syphilis may give rise to difficulties during labour, and also to subsequent complications, but this is rare.
11. To be effectual, antisyphilitic treatment should be administered from the very beginning of pregnancy, and continued throughout. The treatment should be perseveringly carried out, in order to prevent accidents in future pregnancies. CORRESPONDENCE, 4!75f To CORRESPONDENTS. ai OUR correspondents are reminded that prolixity is a great bar to publication, and, with the constant pressure upon every department of the JOURNAL, brevity of style and conciseness of statement greatly facilitate early insertion. We are compelled to return and hold over a great number of communications, chiefly by reason of their unnecessary length.
THE MEMBERS' PETITION TO THE PRIVY COUNCIL. SlI,-We trust that you will forgive us for offering a few further details as to the signatures (now over 4,600) received to the petition of the Members of the Royal College of Surgeons to the Privy Council. By the end of last year the number was 1,430, chiefly obtained by personal solicitations ; but we felt then that we might expect a very .much larger total than this, and consequently issued about 9,000 forms of the petition to the Members of the Royal College of Surgeons in the United Kingdom who had not already signed, this number covering all those whose addresses appear in the Afedical Directory. lt has been most satisfactory, seeing the usual fate of a circular, that over one-third of this number has been returned to us, and that we have what may fairly be called almost balf of the members resident in the United Kingdom, whose present addresses are discoverable, as signatories to the petition. We make no manner of doubt that by a " house-to-house visitation," as has been suggested to us, the overwhelming majority would be in our favour. But we do not think the expenditure of energy and money at all necessary, the more especially as the probable result of such a measure is clearly foreshadowed by the following statistics: Oat of 503 Members of the Royal College of Surgeons placed on the Local List of the Medical Directory for 1887, as resident in the following eighteen provincial towns, namely, Bath, Bolton, Bristol (with Clifton), Cardiff, Winchester, Great Malvern, Middlesborough, Ramsgate, Scarborough, Shrewsbury, Southampton, Swansea, Wigan, Windsor, Worthing, Yarmouth, and York, 359 have signed, which, allowing for about 23 of the 503 being either noted as "retired" or marked with an asterisk as of uncertain address, gives a proportion of three-quarters who have signed (75 per cent.). We instance these places, as in them our Local Honorary Secretaries have been very active in getting the question ventilated; and it is far more just to argue from such localities than from very large unwieldy cities or country districts where our circular is the only intimation Members have had that such a movement was on foot, and where, consequently, their interest has not yet been aroused in it.
Of the towns mentioned, we would lay especial stress on Bristol, from which place and from its sister, Clifton, our local Honorary Secretary, Mr. Samuel Smith, sent us the petition signed by sixty Members of the Royal College of Sargeons, that is, by half of the members residing there; twenty-four of the remaining moiety sending their signatures later on our circulai -forms. As to any feeling contrary to our proposals existing among the members of the College, we may inform you that we have had only fourteen expressions of objection to the memorial-fourteen against 4,600.
The Council of the College is really responsible for this widespread expression of feeling; for had it moved forward more rapidly with its application for a supplemental charter, we should not have had the time to get our aims so widely known. prised to hear that every American surgeon who came here the summer before last, had at least one copy of the hospital report, all having been struck with the difference between teaching and practice. The copy of the first series of one thousand abdominal cases has not yet arrived.
The insinuation about hysterectomy is worth noticing. About two years ago Mr. Tait wrote Dr. Keith that he was very anxious to see a hysterectomy, as his results in that operation were so very bad. With the single exception of a case where medical friends of the patient objected to the presence of Mr. Tait there was no case to show. While Mr. Tait was in Edinburgh more than a year ago, we did all we could to get a patient for operation, and a letter from a doctor, explaining that his patient could not come was sent to and returned by Mr.
Tait. Yet, in spite of this, Mr. Tait told friends, both here and in the West, that Dr. Keith had some plan of treatment he did not wish to show, and would not allow him to see an operation. After these remarks, which Mr. Tait allows that he made, no notice has been nor will be taken of any desire of his to see anything. -I am, etc., Edinburgh, February 15th. SKENE KErTH.
HEPATIC PHLEBOTOMY.
SIR,-I am far from having any desire to take part in the correspondence now being carried on in your columns on the above subject; yet, as my name has been introduced into the controversy by gentlemen who have taken part in it on several occasions, I desire, as briefly as possible, to explain my position.
At page 300 of my lately-published Lectures, the following passage will be found, in the lecture devoted to the treatment of suppurative inflammation of the liver: " On several occasions in this hospital (Netley), I have had the following experience. We have had men admitted here with symptoms pointing to the existence of hepatic abscess, with, at the same time, sharp local pain in the liver over well-defined limits. Into such places I have several times introduced the hollow needle of an aspirating syringe, in the expectation of finding pus. On applying the syringe, instead of pus, 5 or 6 ounces of blood have been drawn off, with immediate relief of all the symptoms, and withont any unpleasant results. I have thus been led to think that, in this way, at the sacrifice of a small quantity of blood in the acute stage of inflammation of the organ, we might look for good results. I am sure of this, I have seen this small bleeding much more effective than the abstraction of twice or even three times as much from the integuments over the liver by leeches or cupping. I throw this out as a hint worth trial in cases where the symptoms are so acute as to raise in your minds a suspicion that the direct abstraction of blood might relieve pain and ward off the danger of suppuration."
